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WILSTHORPE WORKSHOP REPORT 

April 29th 2009 
Agenda

1. Signing in & Group photograph


2. Matters arising since the last workshop

3. Access to Teachers Forum
4. Teachers experience form – deadline  now passed, was 15/4/09


5. Dissemination

6. Module 3 – whole group discussion


7. Evaluation of the workshop


8. Any Other Business – Module tests


9. Preparation for the next module – Greek Module


10. Date, time and venue of next meeting


List of participants

Adelle Cavanagh
Jane Cowie
Bethan Daley

Prue Drinkwater

Mick Flower

Chris Greenall

Alec Lancaster

Keith Lonsdale

Colin Tucker
Roger Murfin

Apologies received from Amanda Driver
Material Distributed


Before the meeting all participants received written copies of:

· Module 3 & the associated links
· Blank Teacher’s experiences form




Group Photograph taken in ‘Meeting Room’ at Wilsthorpe B & E College 29th April 2009
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Workshop Minutes

Wilsthorpe project co-ordinator, Roger Murfin (RM), welcomed the group and all participants ‘signed in’ and a group photograph was taken.
Matters arising since the last workshop

RM confirmed that at report of the last meeting has been sent off and the group comment entered on the forum. There were no other matters arising.

Access to Teachers Forum

Again still no problem in entering group comments but individual entries for some teachers still not working. RM has received a link from Stefano, at Pixel, giving the user names and exact log-in names but so far he has been unable to open the link. The ability to log in and enter comments individually is important for commenting on ‘Teacher experiences’ and RM will continue trying to find a solution.
Teachers experience form – deadline 15/4/09 – now passed

Four completed ‘experiences’ have now been received, from Adelle, Alec, Colin & Chris. These are not all in electronic format but should be ready to be sent off within the next week.
Other teachers were encouraged to complete their ‘experiences’ as soon as possible.

Dissemination

All group members have previously received guidance on dissemination and a supply of project leaflets for distribution. RM again encouraged group members to disseminate information about the project, whenever an opportunity occurs.
Module 3

The group again had an excellent and detailed discussion about the module.

In general the group thought the module was well written and that it supplied a lot of interesting and useful of detail about ‘Teaching Methods’. However as with module 2, in some instances the group felt there was perhaps more detail than was actually needed and it was suggested that some of the links could be put as appendices, leaving the user to decide if they want to undertake further research.
The group also had some concerns about the ‘target market’ for the training package, based on the depth of information and the way some of the modules are written. It was felt that the modules call for a very high quality of learner as module content is at ‘university dissertation / thesis’ level.  The question repeatedly asked was ‘Will busy teachers find the time to work through these modules, which are quite ‘heavy going?’. 

It is hoped that the modules can be shortened to encourage busy teachers to undertake the training and that some simple practical examples which teachers can use in their day to day roles can be included. One example has been sent to Anna Maria in Florence, for inclusion in the module. This is a questionnaire aimed at identifying student VAK (Visual, Auditory, Kinaesthetic) learning styles. Students tick one of the three alternatives on each question and the column with the most ticks is their preferred learning style.

Turning to the content of the module in general, the group fully supported the recommendation of ‘active learning’ which is in daily use in our school.

Some useful web sites for resources were also recommended for inclusion in the module:

http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/secondary/pedagogywholeschoolapproaches 
In particular we would guide people to the link Supporting Pedagogy: Repertoire of skills and techniques: Secondary: Key Resources. The beauty of these resources is they have suggestions for developmental activities.
Other good web sites are: 

http://www.keele.ac.uk/depts/ed/cpdactivities/came.htm#top 
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/schools/sspp/education/research/projects/case 

www.inclusive-solutions.com – contains many useful resources
More detailed comments made by the group on each chapter and paragraph were:


Chapter 1 
Paragraph 1 - The group would prefer the use of the term ‘active learning’ instead of ‘in-laboratory learning’ as the latter term will mean very little to a UK teacher.

Reference is made to ‘Active Learning having developed into ‘a teaching strategy used to address students with learning difficulties’ – in the UK, and in our school we use it as a strategy for all students, not only those with learning difficulties.

The link in document 01 La didattica laboratoriale has a bibliography link to the ‘Dewey School and Society, 1889’ – our view is that this thinking is now more than 100 years old and instead there should be a reference to Daniel Goleman, who is the current leading expert in this field. http://www.danielgoleman.info/blog/ 



Paragraph 2 – Reference is made to ‘an initial questionnaire’ and because this is an interactive, on-line training package we wondered if an example could be filled in by staff working through the module?

The group also wondered if there is any other method of identifying a learning style apart from a questionnaire?

Finally as mentioned, we have sent to Anna Marie an example of a VAK (Visual, Auditory, Kinaesthetic) questionnaire used in our school.

Paragraph 3 – the paragraphs refers to history as being ‘a rather difficult subject for problematic students’ – this is not our experience.

At point 3 a reference is made to ‘work modalities’ – we would prefer this to read ‘work models’ please.

One of the teachers in our group – has supplied an active learning lesson plan, which I will forward to Anna Maria, again to hopefully be added to the list of teaching resources in the module.

Paragraph 4 – the group wondered if the section in the first line ‘meaning a mental strategy and a metacognition strategy’ could be simplified and clarified please? Sorry, but the group felt the whole paragraph was unnecessarily long and could be simplified to say ‘Active Learning promotes students to be better citizens’.
Paragraph 5 – would it be possible to include here an example of ‘self-assessment and ‘peer assessment’?

Document 01 Come valutare (How to assess competences) – the group wondered what was meant by ‘privileged witnesses’? Would it be clearer to say a ‘critical friend’ instead?

Chapter 2

Paragraph 1 – again concern was raised about the reference to ‘Dewey’ from the 19th century and we felt a more modern reference is needed please.

In the sentence containing ‘Dewey and Lewin’s theories, combined learning, as a co-operative research, together with the methods’ – what methods?

The last sentence refers to ‘group investigation’ as being the most productive method to prevent early school leaving’, without necessarily disagreeing, what is the evidence for this conclusion?

Paragraph 2 – the first sentence refers to students working in small groups to ‘make experiences’ – should this be ‘share experiences’?

‘Cooperative dyads’ – perhaps this could be simplified to say ‘students working in pairs’?

Paragraph 3 – perhaps a reference to something which in the UK we call SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning) would be useful:

http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/inclusion/behaviourattendanceandseal 


Document 03 Einaudi – this is good!

Paragraph 4 – In the last sentence of the first paragraph – we suggest saying ‘co-operation and helping others, peer to peer working’ instead of ‘assistance’


The group were impressed by the link to the ‘World Health Organisation’.

Paragraph 5 – Our group are keen to include tips and resources to help teachers as they work though the modules. In this paragraph the suggestion was made that a small relevant project for students would be to ask them how many three-letter words they could make from the word – ‘Metacognition’ and then talking about ‘what did we learn’? – e.g. spelling and thinking about why they have done the activity.

Last sentence of the first paragraph – we would prefer to change the reference from ‘students log all the cognitive abilities’ to ‘students record all ……’

Second section ‘ICT can make a remarkable contribution to the achievement and development’ – we would ask why ICT makes such a contribution and perhaps include an explanation.

Paragraph 6 – One of out group suggested re-wording this section:

The assessment should begin even before the piece of work is started. In consultation with students a scheme of marking should be agreed: – 

‘What would a good piece of work look like?’

‘How do I make a good piece of work into an excellent piece of work?’

‘What is my teacher looking for?’
With these criteria before them the work should be completed and the student then assesses their own work according to their own criteria. Students could then either improve their work or set targets for their next piece of work.

‘Next time I should make sure I …….’

No student should be demoralised by work that is returned covered in red ink and which comes as a surprise to them.

Document 04 – Assessment Diagram – sorry but the group did not find this diagram to be useful.

Chapter 3

Paragraph 1 – the group found this paragraph difficult to understand and felt it repeated information already covered elsewhere.

‘Communication Styles’ perhaps it would be useful to include examples e.g. ‘rapping’; ‘text messages’; ‘ text speak’ etc. 

In the sentence-  ‘It enhances young people’s social education and empowerment as it favours the development of conscious behaving’ we suggest change ‘behaving’ to ‘behaviour’.

Paragraph 2 – the group were concerned about the use of the word ‘propaedeutic’ and suggest, changing this to ‘Play is an introduction to….’

Paragraph 3 – Could there be a link to the ‘European Guidelines’ included please?

Paragraph 4 – Could this be combined with Chapter 1 paragraph 5?

In the first sentence ‘…. Social abilities necessary in dealing with behaviours at risk / discomfort….’ Is there a better word or phrase which could be used instead of ‘discomfort’?

Paragraph 5 – ok


Chapter 4

Paragraph 1 – Good paragraph, we all have to accept that in some instances children know more than us!

Paragraph 2 – Sometimes, in some situations e.g. when working with students with ‘Special Educational Needs’, ICT can be more of a hindrance than a help.

The group expressed concern about the suggestion of using an ‘interactive multi-media white board’ – these are very expensive and we find a digital projector linked to a laptop computer can be just as effective. 

Paragraph 3 – Good paragraph.

Paragraph 4 – Good paragraph – the group felt that the phrase ‘familiarity with computers and information literacy do not go hand in hand’ is very true!

Paragraph 5 & 6 – Back to ICT again – we should not see ICT as the only tool.

The group liked the ‘webQuest’ model and this is a tool we can make more use of in school.

Evaluation of the Workshop

The group felt the workshop had again been really productive and worthwhile.

Any Other Business 

The group had an extensive discussion about the value of a test at the end of each module or at the end of the training. Our group feels strongly that this would be of very little use as the main value of the course for a teacher comes in the information and ideas learned, which can then be put into practise in their daily teaching and when dealing with challenging students.
However we would like to put forward one suggestion and this is that maybe there could be a sort of permanent open forum for teacher experiences on the portal, to which teachers completing the module could add their own experiences / comments.

Preparation for the next module

Agreed that RM should circulate a paper copy of the next module on Thursday 30th April so that teachers can read and annotate this with notes as soon as possible

Date, time and venue of the next workshop

The next workshop will be on Wednesday the 13th May, commencing at 3.15pm on Module 4.

The following workshop will be on Wednesday 3rd June at 3.15pm on Module 5.
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